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28 arrested as police, activists

clash outside Assembly complex

HERALD CORRESPHONDENT
POEN ORI, MAY 17

A police constable was assaulted
and a police inspactor manhan-
dled. as activists and polhice
clashed outside the Legislative
Assembly complex in Por-
vorim on Monday, after ther
attempts to get Chief Mimis-
ter Dhgambar Kamat to re-
solve their grievances met
with little success.

Paolice arrested 28 activists
and later released them on bail

following the imtervention of

Opposition Leader Manohar Par-
rikar.

Activists from different parts
of the State first met at Verna
in the morming to lughlight their
grievances over the new re-
gional plan, mational hentage,
ilegal miming, fillimg of helds,
pollution of water and other i1s-
SUEE,

Later, they decded to meet
Chief Minister Dhgambar Kamal
and accordingly, went towards
the Legislative Assembly com-
plex i Porvarim.

However, they were stopped
putside the assembly complex
by a police force and a delega-
lion of women comprising
Carmina Miranda, |udith Re-
bello, Judith Almeida and Swati
kerkar met Kamat,

Unhappy over the discussion
with the chuef minister, they re-
guested Kamat to meet other
villagers assembled outside the
complex, butl chiel mimister fatly
refused to do so.

Agitated activists then tned
[0 enter the assembly complex,
but the police obstructed them.
In the ensuing scuffle, an agita-
lor reportedly nipped off the
rank stars of Police Inspector
Devendra Gaad and allegedly
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Villagers gather at the Verna plateau in Cortalim.
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slapped lady police constable
Avina Noronha.

The activists have, how-
ever, claimed that the police
manhandled the women who
were refusing to enter the
paliceé vamn.

Porviorim police then arrested
24 activsts under Sections 143,
145 and 147 read wath 149 of
[ndian penal code for unlawiul
assembly. obstructing govern-
ment servants from carryimg out
their duties, assaulting police
and noting.

Opposinion Leader Manohar
Parmker rushed to the police
station and held discussions
with Superintendent of Police
Arvind Gawas, before the 28 ag-
itators were released on bail.

Parnker then assured the ag-
itators that he would put forth
Lher 1ssues with the chief min-
51T,

Speaking to Herald, emviron-
mentalist Prajal Sakhardande
mentioned that the willagers had
gone o meel the chielf mimister
to place before him their de-
mands on various issues and Lo
urge him to solve their problems
On a priority basis.

“But the chief minister did
nol give satisfactory answers to
the delegation of women who
had gone to meel him and even
refused to meet the villagers
who were waiting outside in the
scorching sun,” said
Sakhardande.

"This attitude of the chief
minister annoyed the villagers
and hence they started the ag-
itation. The police manhandled
the women who refused to enter
the police van. The villagers wall
continue their agitaton to press
for their demands,” said
Salkchardande.

Fholy by M Prabhay



