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Like the weather that evening, the recital at the Al Greene Theatre in Toronto on May 8, 2010 could have been described in one word - COOL! But whereas it was a cold front coming in from the west that dropped the temperature rapidly to zero, a different kind of ‘cool’ came in from the east in the form of a jazz trio from Montreal led by Jacinta Luis. The music was a refreshing change from the popular generic music that caters to the tastes of the diverse cultures that make up the cosmopolitan city of Toronto.

Jacinta opened the show with her version of the classic standards “I Believe” and “You’ll Never Walk Alone” followed by “Shine”, a tribute to her late brother, Ian, who wrote the lyrics for which Jacinta wrote the music. For the rest of the evening, Jacinta entertained the near-capacity audience with her own compositions and her jazz interpretations of works by the great songwriters of our time, such as Cole Porter, George Gershwin and Paul Anka, to name a few.

Jacinta Luis is the ideal exponent of jazz. A combination of her musical training and rich cultural background provides all the necessary elements to bring out the best in her performance. 

Jacinta is a versatile and dynamic vocalist and pianist whose warm voice and natural ear for music, reinforced by her training in classical piano, contribute immensely to the listening pleasure of her performances. 

Her cultural background also plays a significant role in the variety of her repertoire. Jacinta was born in Dar es Salaam in East Africa to parents who had their origins in Goa, India, when it was Portuguese territory. Her father was a member of the city’s most popular dance band, and as a child, Jacinta would jam with her parents and siblings, all of whom either sang or played at least one musical instrument. It was in Africa that she acquired a love for the beat that is at the heart of African and Latin American music. 

In 1971, Jacinta’s family immigrated to Canada and settled in Montreal. It is in this most European of Canadian cities that her Portuguese heritage tweaked her interest in studying classical piano. She pursued music courses in Dawson College and Concordia University, and acquired an MA in Music Education at the University of Victoria where she developed her interest in vocal jazz, arranging and composing.

Jacinta’s family and musical background reveals itself in her performances. Her rendition of the Swahili classic “Malaika” (Angel) and the South African “Pata Pata”, made famous by Miriam Makeba, was delivered with underlying African ‘spirit’. Likewise, her “jazzed” version of the Goan traditional folk song ‘Aum Saiba’ (abbreviation of “Aum Saiba Poltoddi Vetam”) - about a woman crossing the river with trepidation – incorporated creative phrasing without deviating from the original theme.

Backing up Jacinta on vocals were her fellow Quebecers Stephane Crete, bass, and Michael Dennis, percussion, who exuded that joie de vivre of Montrealers that brought a warm glow to a cool evening. 

By Mel D’Souza
Author, illustrator and former columnist 
for Downhome Magazine.
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YouTube: Aum Saiba, Konkani song from Goa. 

Concert in Toronto May 8, 2010 is at:
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QE2iIkLV06M
